
For immediate release: March 17, 2020

PRESS RELEASE
The Columbia County Board of Commissioners signed Resolution #25-2020 on March 13, 2020
that declares a local state of emergency within Columbia County due to COVID-19. The
following Resolution #25-2020 measures take effect immediately and shall remain in effect until
August 13, 2020, but are subject to change as the situation evolves. The resolution may also be
extended thereafter by a vote of the Board of Commissioners.

The Columbia County Commissioners are committed to making every effort to stop and prevent
the spread of the virus to our citizens. In that endeavor, we will be closing Columbia County
offices in the courthouse to walk-in traffic and will be open by appointment only beginning
Mon., March 23, 2020.

We encourage you to begin scheduling appointments in preparation for the closure now.

We also recommend that all of our citizens practice personal responsibility in following the
CDC’s recommended social distancing guidelines, and try to limit their public exposure to
gatherings of ten people or less. We encourage everyone in the days ahead to conduct as much
business as possible online and by phone.

Members of the public who need to access the courthouse shall use the Main entrance.
Handicapped access to the courthouse remains available. You are encouraged to utilize online
services where applicable at columbiacountyor.gov.

County staff will move forward following Gov. Kate Brown’s current recommendations, and are
currently working to reorganize our administrative processes to keep in line with best practices
around social distancing.

The Columbia County Fairgrounds is suspending all events of 25 people or more in compliance
with the Governor’s mass gathering directive. Please see the fairgrounds website for more
information or call 503-397-4231.

Departments in the courthouse may be reached by using the numbers listed below. For more
information or to make an appointment please call.

 Board of Commissioners 503-397-4322
 Assessor’s Office 503-397-2240



 Surveyor 503-397-2322
 Clerk’s Office 503-397-3796
 Elections 503-397-7214
 District Attorney 503-397-0300
 Community Justice

Juvenile Department 503-397-0275
 Community Justice

Adult Department 503-366-4672
 Parks and Recreation 503-366-3984
 Land Development 503-397-1501
 State/Circuit Court 503-397-2327
 Taxation/Finance 503-397-0060

Offsite County Offices:

 Sheriff’s Office 503-366-4611
 Public Works 503-397-5090
 Justice Court 503-429-2441

Columbia County employees will remain on the job and working to fulfill the obligations of the
county.
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