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Statement

District Overview
Vernonia Rural Fire Protection District is the smallest fire district in Columbia County, serving 36 square miles. The
district continues to see high volumes of calls for service responding to 747 emergency and non emergency calls in 2023.

Levy Overview

In recent years, growing demands for services have put strain on the district budget, but most importantly a strain on local
volunteers to answer the calls. In early 2024 the District Board of Directors voted to place a levy renewal on the May 2024
election. This renewal will continue to fund current staff positions as well as operation for an additional 5 years.

Why do we need a levy?

Demands for fire, emergency, and medical response are increasing across the district. The district’ s permanent tax rate
is not able to keep pace

with the rising costs of providing services. With more than 700 calls expected each year, the district is seeking funding to
maintain firefighters to meet the needs of each community we serve.

What would the levy pay for?
The levy would fund the 3 current career firefighter positions, as well as equipment and operational costs connected to
emergency and wildfire mitigation, prevention, and response.

How much would it cost?
If passed, the emergency services levy would provide annual funding of approximately $431,000 at a cost of $1.24 per
$1000 of assessed property value.

What happens if the levy does not pass?

If the levy does not pass, staffing will be maintained until the current levy expires in 2025. Once the levy has expired, the
district will be forced to cut career firefighter positions due to a lack of funding. Further staffing and operational cuts may
be required.

Person responsible for the content of the Explanatory Statement:

Robert Davis Acting Fire Chief

(Nam¢: TYPED) Position

(Name: SIGNED) Date signed
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Vernonia Rural Fire Protection District is the smallest fire district in Columbia County, serving 36 square miles. The district continues to see high volumes of calls for service responding to 747 emergency and non emergency calls in 2023.



Levy Overview

In recent years, growing demands for services have put strain on the district budget, but most importantly a strain on local volunteers to answer the calls. In early 2024 the District Board of Directors voted to place a levy renewal on the May 2024 election. This renewal will continue to fund current staff positions as well as operation for an additional 5 years.



Why do we need a levy?

Demands for fire, emergency, and medical response are increasing across the district. The district’s permanent tax rate is not able to keep pace

with the rising costs of providing services. With more than 700 calls expected each year, the district is seeking funding to maintain firefighters to meet the needs of each community we serve.



What would the levy pay for?

The levy would fund the 3 current career firefighter positions, as well as equipment and operational costs connected to emergency and wildfire mitigation, prevention, and response.



How much would it cost?

If passed, the emergency services levy would provide annual funding of approximately $431,000 at a cost of $1.24 per $1000 of assessed property value. 



What happens if the levy does not pass?

If the levy does not pass, staffing will be maintained until the current levy expires in 2025. Once the levy has expired, the district will be forced to cut career firefighter positions due to a lack of funding. Further staffing and operational cuts may be required.






