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History of the Public Land Corner Preservation Fund

In Columbia County, the preservation of public land corners has long been a mandated duty of
the county surveyor, dating back to 1854. However, it wasn't until 1980s the critical importance of
protecting these original corners became increasingly apparent. With many counties facing
funding shortages, county surveyors pursued a permanent funding solution through state
legislation.

In 1985, the Oregon State legislation authorized the creation of the Public Land Corner
Preservation Fund. Once a county adopts the fund via ordinance, fees collected from recording
certain documents with the county clerk are deposited into it dedicated account. These funds are
statutory restricted to activities related to public land corner preservation.

At its core, the Oregon Public Land Corner Preservation Fund operates at the county level to
support the preservation, establishment and maintenance of Public Land Survey System
corners. These corners trace their origins to the federal surveys conducted by the General Land
Office, which began in 1852 to aid settlement of the Oregon Territory. Over time, many original
corners have been lost, damaged, or destroyed due to the development, natural erosion or
neglect, necessitating ongoing preservation efforts by county surveyors.



ORS Chapter 203 - County Governing Bodies

203.148 Public Land Corner Preservation Fund; fees for recording.

(1) The county governing body may establish by ordinance a fund to be known as the Public Land Corner Preservation
Fund. Moneys in the Public Land Corner Preservation Fund shall be used only to pay expenses incurred and authorized

by the county surveyor in the establishment, reestablishment and maintenance of corners of government surveys under
ORS 209.070 (5) and (6).

(2) After providing public notice of its intended action and holding a public hearing at which the residents of the county
may appear and be heard on the issue of establishing or changing the fee, the county governing body may establish by
resolution or order a fee not to exceed $10 for recording all instruments under ORS 205.130 (2) in addition to any other
fee charged by the county clerk. All moneys collected under this subsection shall be deposited with the county treasurer
at least once a month to be credited to the Public Land Corner Preservation Fund. [1985 ¢.582 §5; 1987 ¢.469 §1; 1991
c.621 §1]

First authorized in 1985.
Columbia County Ordinance 86-2 set our fee to the maximum allowed of $10 on Febuary 1, 1986. This
Ordinance was ammended in 1987, 1989 and later adopted in 2006 per Ordinance 2006-10.



The US Public Land Survey System (PLSS)

After the American Revolutionary
War, the United States needed a
quick and efficient method to survey
and sell newly acquired ground. The
goal was to raise money to fund the
government and promote settlement
West. Thomas Jefferson formulated
what is known as the Public Land
Survey System, or the PLSS.

It was enacted into law by the Land
Ordinance Act of 1785.

| like to think of the PLSS
as the backbone of
American property rights.
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The Initial Point of Oregon

Willamette Stone, established in 1851

All land descriptions in Oregon
can be traced back to this point.
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Oregon PLSS Townships :

Township N¢ 4 North Range N 1West of “the Willamette Meridian, Oregon.
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PLSS States are divided into 6 mile square Townships

Columbia County;

05NO4W, 05NO3W,

04NO5W,; | 04NO3W,

ashlnglon Count_y
03NOSW, | 03NO4W,




Original GLO Plat

Each Township is divided into 36, 1

mile square sections.
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1854 GLO Plat of T4AN, R1W, W.M. (St. Helens)
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Today, the original PLSS corners control hundres of tracts of land.



ORS Chapter 209 - County Surveyors

209.070 Duties

(4) Make all surveys of legal subdivisions with reference to the current United States Manual of Surveying
Instructions.

(5) Establish or reestablish and maintain all public land survey corners, where evidence of the corners can be found
and the corners can be positively located, and keep a separate record of the corners, giving the dates and names of
persons present. When so established or reestablished such corner monuments shall be recognized as the legal
and permanent corners.

(6) Establish or reestablish, upon order of the county court or board of county commissioners, all public land survey
corners where all physical evidence is destroyed or cannot be found but where the official government notes are
available, the corners to be reestablished in the manner provided in ORS 209.130 (Establishment of corners) for
establishing corners, and keep a separate record of the same, giving the date and names of persons present, and
turn such record over to the surveyor’s successor. When so established or reestablished such corner monuments
shall be recognized as the legal and permanent corners.
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Columbia County
currenty has over 2,200
PLSS corners itis
responsible for.

Many corners still require
maintenance or
modernization.

Much like our county
roads, this maintenance is
ongoing, and necessary to
protect our public and
private lands.
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Remonumentation

Once the original monument or location is determined a
modern durable monument is set in its place.




Record and Document

The position of the new monument and references are recorded
and a new corner restoration record is prepared and filed with my

office.

COLUMBIA coumv SURVEYOR
REC 3-10-2025

FILED 04-02-2025
CS# 7260 BT

CORNER ORIGINALLY SET BY H.
DATED AUGUST 4, 1874. (VOL: OR RO141 PAGE 598)

CORNER HISTORY AND SURVEY INFORMATION

. STEVENSEN UNDER 6LO CONTRACT 218

HEMLOCK 24 IN DIA BEARS N19°E 10 LINKS DIST OR
HEMIOCK 20 IN DIA BEARS S43°W 44 LINKS DIST OR 70,04
‘GEDAR 10 IN DIA BEARS 535°E 25 LINKS DIST OR 16.5'

FIR 24 IN DIA BEARS N68°W 30 LINKS DIST OR 26.74

BEARING TREE BOOK "8 PAGE 105 BY L.

36" HEMLOCK STUMP.
MAY 19, 1929
CS 253 BY L. J. VANORSHOVEN (R.A. DEAN)

114" BY 36" PIPE FROM.
BEARS S|

'BEARS NI9°E 7.5FT

DECEMBER, 1977

FOUND 1” IRON PIPE FROM WHICH

STUMP S13°E 30.6' ROTTEN BURNED, NO FACE

SCRIBED 14+ FIR 54w 3513316 G B SEE G5 1997

JANUARY 5, 1978
CS 1937 BY PHILIP DEWEY

'SGRIBED 14" FIR S64°W 25.15 516 CS BT SEE CS 1087

BEARING TREE BOOK "C" PAGE 486 BY DAVID REYNOLDS

CORNER RESTORATION SURVEY
SECTION CORNER COMMON TO
SECTIONS 10, 11, 14 & 15, T6N, R4W, W.M.
COLUMBIA COUNTY, OREGON
FEBRUARY 6, 2025

VANORSHOVEN (R.A. DEAN)
FOUND B.T. DATA FOR CORNER I SET A 1 1/4° BY 36" PIPE FROM WHICH A

FOUND REFERENCE:

FOUND STUMP

REMAINS

L
.

SECTION CORNER: N
NOKTHING
ERSTING 7838 517 59
SEECS TS5

59 s10
37
ste si5 b

FEBRUARY 6, 2025
COLUMBLA COUNTY SURVEY FIELD B0OK NAW2025 P6. 3
FOUND 1” MON PPE FROM Wiici!
A 1" GUARD PIPE BROKEN OFF BEARS N13*W 0.9 REMOVED OLD GUARD POST AND
DrovE NEW 1 1/4° GALVANIZED IRON PIE OVER FOUND 1+ RN PIFE AND
PED WITH A 3 1/4" ALUMINUM CAP.
S IR BT A o4 T HERLED FACE
26 FIR S9°W AT 23.44' 0 HEALED PACE
24" FIR S54°W AT 24.55'TO HEALED FACE.

13" DEAD FIR N&°E 3.06'T0 HEALED PACE

' FOUND REFERENCE:
32 FIR WITH

WA oE

BEARINGS FOR THIS DIAGRAM ARE
BASED ON HAND COMPASS WITH
A DECLINATION OF 16° EAST.
DISTANGES MEASURED WITH A 100"
STEEL "BUCKERS" TAPE
o 5
[

SCALE 1*

SEPTEMBER, 1981 FIR STUMP REMAINS IN POOR CONDITION S53°30°W. 70 CENTER A HEALD PACE
S 3284 BY PHILIP DEWEY IR STOMP RENARYS IN POOR CONDTION 5137 AT 060 o FOUND sEFERENGE:
FOUND IN 1978 (555 CS 1037) HEAID PACE
TRAVERSE 1O GALG v xa0r AUE PLASTIC GAP MARKED
1" IRON PIPE FOUND "COLUMBIA COUNTY REFERENCE" NSO’E AT 12.44' 8
ocToBER, 1962 FENCEPOST NISW AT 1.0 3
CS 3337 BY JERRY CORNWALL - BRADY
FOUND 1° IRON PIPE
JA rouwn aerenece:
OCTOBER m 990 POUND REFERENCE: 32° PR WITH
BEARING TREE BOOK "C* PAGE 928 FOUND STUMP HEALD FACE
CS 3696 BY LESLIE 6. KEENON
i FROM WHICH
A1 IPUP 24° BEARS NIFW 0.
30" {63°W 2514 70 PAGE (GL0) =N o Stois11 LEGEND
A3 45.4' TO GENTER (1929) S si15is14 mulmnmuncx;ﬂ
36" FIR STUMP 513° 90.6'TO GENTER (1939) & FOUND STUMP 2\ ()  RECORDBEARING AND OR DISTANCE
" FIR$37°E 14.2'T0 PAGE (1977) © X5 /4" ALMINUM CAP STAMPED AS SHOWN
‘A 10 FIR NBYE 3,110 FAGE (1 &
A 18" FIR S0°W 24.5 TO FACE (1977) Yo W .
R 16 FIR 554°W 23.15°T0 FACE (1977) vie
.
NA 1) STATE PLANE INA ONE 3601
N 865,921.13 E 7,527,803.79
ReGiTERED
( | [ COLUMBIA COUNTY SURVEY DEPARTMENT r PROFESSIONAL w
CORNER RESTORATION SURVEY L tAwosumveror |
THE PURPOSE: o, AND ACGESSORIES ECTIONS 10,11, 14, :
Tt RN onrs CoMaton 7o oTONS 0,11, 14 e Gar el Ty T
ORDINATES RS MAPPING, GNSS COORDINATES ARE OBTAINED BY DIREGT OCGUPATION O RADIAL TI FROM GNSS GONTROL. NATHAN A. WOODWARD [z i
"THE GOORDINATES ARE GENERA ING IGAGES RECEIVERS, ‘THE NATIONAL GEODETIC SURVEY(NGS) ONLINE POSITIONING 'ROBERT L. JOHNSON
NVERTED TO THE 1991 NAS SFT/N | rEsauARYS, 2025
YR . FOUND, HELD AND RESTC ETUATIG 7. HELENS, OR 97051 CHECKED BY: DRAFTED BY: SHEET
(S0 957 B3en NATHAN A. WOODWARD | ROBERT L. JOHNSON "




What happens if we don’t maintain corners?

Monuments disappear

boundary uncertainty

Litigation $$

Increase survey cost

Increases development cost




What happens if corners disappear?

COLUMBIA COUNTY SURVEYOR
RECEIVED: 07-24-2023

FILED: 09-27-2023
Cs# 7062

KOLLER TRUST

INSTRUMENT NO. 2018-010639

KOLLER

INSTRUMENT NO. 2004-0259

1(1488.00)
148937

(o)

1(527.00)
526.54

(106)

648.37"

Bug

S 1°4102° W 2664.28

8o
* 17016 i
"

1N 1°52' W 2667.8)

CHILDERS

INSTRUMENT NO. 1999.6575

1

04

CITY OF ST. HELENS

BOOK 62, PAGE 432

REFERENCES:

2=CS NO. 302
3=CsNO. 3261
DEEDS
1 = INSTRUMENT NO. 1999-6575
2 = INSTRUMENT NO. 2004-0259

“ INSTRUMENT NO. 2018-010639
4 = INSTRUMENT NO. 2022-07810
5= BOOK 62, PAGE 432

N 87°1237" W 2634.84'
3IN 87°1237" W 2634.55) 234

BASIS OF BEARINGS

128

CURTIS

INSTRUMENT NO. 2022-07810

MONUMENT NOTES:

n
1/4 CORNER COMMON TO SECTIONS 9 & 16
FOUND A 1 1/4° 0.D. IRON PIPE WITH A 2 1/2° BRASS DISK MARKED
“TSN R2W W.M. OLSON ENGINEERING 834 1/4 COR 9 16 1980° PER CS
NO. 3261, (HELD).
REFERENCES FOUND:
A STEEL T-poST SE
A 15"FIRS 14 E 3.71' TO THE LOWEST OF 4 HEALED BLAZES
IR STUNP | 12°5 6585 1O TOP CENTER

R N 58 W 13.10 TO THE LOWEST OF 4 HEALED BLAZES
3" IRON PIPE WITH A 5" PLUMBERS CAP MARKED TSN Kaw 59 516
1/4° PER CS NO. 3261 LIES N 16°05'25" E 32.95'

130]
FOUND A 12 IRON FIFE PER CS NO. 471

FENCE CORNER 0.30' NOJ

MONUMENT LIRS s 87+ 297 W 1305.71' AND N 2°4723" & 16.64" FROM
THE 1/4 CORNER COMMON TO SECTIONS 9 AND 1

137
FOUND A 1/2" IRON PIPE PER CS NO. 471

MONUMENT LIES N 87°12:37° W 1521.69' AND N 2°4723" E 13.61' FROM
THE 1/4 CORNER COMMON TO SECTIONS 9 AND 16

[66]

SECTION CORNER COMMON TO SECTIONS 8,9, 16

FOUND A 2 IRON PIPE WITH A3 PLUMBERS CAF MARKED “SK 2 5, 9,
16, 17" PER CS NO. 302, (HELD)

REFERENCES F

A28 FIR S 821 W 32 55 TO SPIKE

NEW REFERENCES

A 32" FIRN 48 B 59,6310 SPIKE SCRIBED TSN R2W 59 BT-

A 6 WHITE FIBERGLASS POST SOUTH 0.

81]

FOUND BENT A 1/2" IRON PIPE PER CS NO. 471

MONUMENT BEARS S 88' 1858" E 0.31' FROM THE WEST LINE OF THE
NW QUARTER OF SECTION 16

(101
FOUND A 2" IRON PIPE PER CS NO. 471

MONUMENT BEARS N 88°18'58" W 0.17' FROM THE WEST LINE OF THE
NW QUARTER OF SECTION 16

[106]
1/4 CORNER COMMON TO SECTIONS 16 & 17
FOUND A 2" [RON PIPE WITH A 3' PLUMBERS CAP MARKED "TSR2 1/4
$17 S16" PER CS NO. 471, (HELD)

D.

UNI
OST SOUTH 0.2
REFERENCES ADD!
NS TALL BY & DIAMETER WOOD FENCE POST N 86° W 1.09" O SPIKE
AN 8" ALDER S 07° E 11.85' TO SPIKE, SCRIBED "T5N R2W S16 BT"

16

0 200" 400

SCALE = 200 Ft/In

NARRATIVE:

THIS SURVEY WAS ACCOMPLISHED AT THE REQUEST OF MASON BRUCE

RK AND MONUMENT THE BOUNDARY LINES SHOWN AS
FATCHED IN SECTION 16 TOWNSHIP S NORTYL, RANGE 5 WSSt OF THiE
WILLAMETTE MERIDIAN.

----THE BASIS OF BEARINGS IS BETWEEN MONUMENT 66 AND MONUMENT
1 PER CS NO. 3261

--FOR CONTROL I HELD THE MONUMENTS AS NOTED IN THE MONUMENT
NOTES. THERE ARE TWO MONUMENTS FOR THE 1/4 CORNER COMMON
TO SECTIONS 9 AND 16. ONE SET BY SINGLE PROPORTION BY EILERTSON

1 HELD THE MONUMENT SET BY OLSON FROM ORIGINAL EVIDENCE FOR
THE 1/4 CORNER

~-ALL REFERENCES WERE MEASURED WITH A HAND COMPASS SET AT
DECLINATION 16° EAST AND A STEEL TAPE. ALL NEW BEARING TREES
WERE MEASURED TO THE HEAD OF A 60D SPIKE SET IN THE BASE BLAZE
BETWEEN THE THE T BEARING TREE TAGS WERE PLACED AT
SHOULDER HEIGHT ABOVE THE BLAZES.

—BOUNDARY LINES SHOWN AS HATCHED WERE MARKED WITH
FIBERGLASS POSTS AND PINK FLAGGING ON TRUE LINE, TREES ON CITY
0’ OF THE BOUNDARY LINE WERE
MARKED wm-x ORANGE TREE PAINT. TREES LOCATED DIRECTLY ON LING
ITH TWO BLAZES AT CHEST HEIGHT AND, ON T
BOUNDARY LINE ON BOTH SIS OF THE TREES, 1/2 X 6 HBERGLASS
POSTS WERE SET ON LINE AT £150' INTERVALS.

LEGEND

®  FOUND MONUMENT AS NOTED
Xl MONUMENT POINT NO
() RECORD SURVEY DATA

CSNO. SURVEY NUMBER, COLUMBIA
COUNTY SURVEY RECORDS

YPC. YELLOW PLASTIC CAP
—/—/~ LINE MARKED AS NOTED
—X— FENCE

JANUARY 19, 1993
DONALD D WALLACE, IR
2601

L
K.LS, SURVEYING INC.
7224 ALDER STREET

'VERNONIA, OREGON o7t

RENEWS 63024 503) 256115

TCORD OF SuRVEY FOR
MASON BRUCE & GIRARD
IN THE NW 1/4 OF SECTION 16,
T5N, R2W, W.M.,
COLUMBIA COUNTY, OREGON
JUNE 9, 2023

DRAWN BY: ORM

FIELD: SWMJR/ETD

EQUIPMENT: NOMAD/NIKON

0B No. 23.025

DRAWING NAME: 23-025 ROS.

REVISED: -10-2023

Traversa PG



DOLLARS

Columbia County Deed Recordings FY21 - FY26

$339,530.00
$302,812.00

$144,630.00

* $112,760.00 $111,191.00

PLC Fund

$266,451.00

$217,278.00

$166,565.00

YEARS

==@== N\ umber of PLC recording per year ==@==Revenue Per Year ==@== [ nd Balance
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HB3175 (2025) — Removes $10 fee Cap

8ird OREGON LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY-2025 Regular Seasion

House Bill 3175

Sponsared by Representatives MARSH, GOMBERG (Prescssion filed.)

SUMMARY

The following summary is not prepared by the sponsars of the measure and is not a part of the body llmrofmbjﬂ:t
to consideration by the Legislative Assembly. It is an editar's briefl statement of the essentinl features of the

as introduced. The statement includes a measure digest written in compliance with applicable readability
standards.

Digest: The Act would lift the cap on fees that are used to fund county activities related to
public land survey corners. (Flesch Readability Score: 64.6).

Removes the cap on fees a county may charge to fund the county’s activities related to public
land survey corners.

A BILL FOR AN ACT
Relating to county recording fees; amending ORS 203.148.
Be It Enacted by the People of the State of Oregon:

SECTION 1. ORS 203.148 is amended to read:

203.148. (1) The county governing body may establish by ordinance a fund to be known as the
Public Land Corner Preservation Fund. Moneys in the Public Land Corner Preservation Fund shall
be used only to pay expenses incurred and authorized by the county surveyor in the establishment,
reestablishment and maintenance of corners of government surveys under ORS 209.070 (5) and (6).

(2) After providing public notice of its intended action and holding a public hearing at which the
residents of the county may appear and be heard on the issue of establishing or changing the fee,
the county governing body may establish by resolution or order a fee [not to exceed $10] for re-
cording sll instruments under ORS 2035.130 (2) in addition to any other fee charged by the county
clerk.

(3) All moneys collected under this [subsection] section shall be deposited with the county
treasurer at least once a month to be credited to the Public Land Corner Preservation Fund.

Passes in the House March 6, 2025
Ayes, 47; Nays, 9

Passes in the Senate May 8, 2025
Ayes, 24; Nays, 2

Governor signed May 19, 2025

Becomes effective January 1, 2026



Proposed Fee Increase

The U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics CPI Inflation Calculator shows $10 in January of 1986, being
equivalent to $29.57 in December of 2025.

| propose we increase the current fee from $10 to $20.

As per ORS 203.148(2), a public hearing is required to be scheduled to change the fee, amending
County Ordinance 2006-10.

Thank you!




