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BEFORE THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
FOR COLUMBIA COUNTY, OREGON 

In the Matter of Reimbursing the Vernonia 
Rural Fire Protection District Pursuant to   Order No.  33-2025 
ORS 275.275(2) 

[2025 Distribution — Vernonia Rural Fire Protection District] 

WHEREAS, on December 29, 1994, the Board of County Commissioners adopted Order No. 
338-94 which, among other things, authorized the Vernonia Rural Fire Protection District ("Vernonia
RFPD") to apply for reimbursement for a portion of their operational costs due to the impaction on the
District by natural gas exploration, development, transportation and storage in the Mist gas fields; and

WHEREAS, this reimbursement is made to the Vernonia RFPD under Order No. 338-94 out of 
the proceeds received from the Mist gas field and pursuant to ORS 275.275(2); and 

WHEREAS, on May 22, 2025, the Vernonia RFPD submitted a list of budgeted expenditures for 
the 2024-2025 fiscal year, along with the corresponding percentage which are a result of impaction in the 
amount of $433,753.20 certified to be for the costs described, above; and 

WHEREAS, the Board has reviewed and approved these costs, and the Columbia County 
Treasurer has verified said costs; and 

WHEREAS, the Request for Reimbursement and Certification, the Board's approval and the 
Treasurer's verification referred to above are attached hereto as Exhibits A, B and C, respectively, and 
are incorporated herein by this reference; and 

WHEREAS, the amount available for reimbursement for impaction at this time is $16,052.49 and, 
by prior agreement, Vernonia RFPD is entitled to thirty-four percent (34%) of those funds, $5,457.85; and 

WHEREAS, this matter is now before the Board of County Commissioners for approval of 
reimbursement in the amount of $5,457.85, which is the allowable amount of reimbursement for the 
above-mentioned costs approved pursuant to Order No. 338-94; 
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NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the Vernonia RFPD shall be reimbursed in 
the amount of $5,457.85 as a portion of their operational costs due to impaction on the district by natural 
gas exploration, development, transportation and storage in the Mist gas fields, as described in the 
attached Exhibit A. 

DATED this 25th day of June, 2025. 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
FOR COLUMBIA COUNTY, OREGON 

By:_______________________________ 
Kellie Jo Smith, Chair 

By:_______________________________
Casey Garrett, Commissioner 

By:_______________________________ 
Margaret Magruder, Commissioner 

Approved as to form 

By:______________________ 
     Office of County Counsel 



Vornonlr Runl Flm Prulrcllon Dlrlrlct
565 E 8rldg6 St., Vo.nonia OR, 97064

'To Llt r Sorya Our Communlly lbrough Pnpardon, Awlr.nlr, rnd p.n vrrltaa"

EXHIBIT A

May 22,2025

Columbia County Boad of Commlssionens
ATTN: Pamela Smllh
230 Strand Street
St. Helens, OR 97051

RE: 2024-2025 tmp€ct Request

Pamela Smith,

Vemonia Rural Flre Protec{lon dlotrict is esking for Eimburs€menl of lmpad Fund under ORS
276,275(2Xb). The tollowing srnount is being requested for relmbursem€nl of opsrallonal costs in th€
amount of $439,753.2O.

Altsched pu wlll flnd a copy of our operational costs prorsclsd out ln percenlage based on our
cutrsnl budget for lhe 2024-2025 budgel year, AddlUonally. you will frnd the altached copy of the
slgnod cedmcsto.

I would llke to say that ws at Vemonia Rural Flre Proteclion Olstrict appreciate the Board ol
Commissioners consideration ln this mait€r.

Sincerely,

Greg Brody
Fire Chiof
Vemonia Rural Fire Proteclion Dlstdct

*



Vrrmnh Funl Flro trol.clion Dlrlrlct
555 E Bridg! St,, Vemonla OR,97004

'rTo Eetlr Sade Our Conmunlty Throuoh Prtptlllon, Awa.tnru, and Prrroyanmc,'

COST OF OPERATION

The followlng ls a liet of budgeted expenditures for the 2A24-2025llscal year and the conesponding
psrcontage, which is e rosull lf .lmpaction".

2024-2025 ggdogl Total Eudost 150/0 lrnoagtlon

Porsonnel Services S 556,100.00 $ 83,415.00

Malerlals and Servlces $ 242,950.00 $ 36,442.50

Capltal Outlay S 2.092,038.00 $ 313.495,70

Sub Total t 2,E91,688.00 t 433,t53.20

Tolal amount requested frcr reimbursem€nt: $433,753.20.

Note: Unappropriated, Debt Service, Operating Continggnciss and Reserva Funds ars nol included in
lhe above amounts.

lf lho tolal raquesle for reimbursement exceed the total amount avallsble for disburs€rn€nt from tho
"lmpacl furd", we request thal the formula appmved and applled in Novamber of 10S4 be usod to
detcrmine the dislrlbutbn amounte. EncloEed is a coel of oporation slatern€nt and a cerlillcation of
cost signed by our stafr.

*



Vrrnonh f,unl Flrr Pmlrcllon Dlrtdct
555 E Bridge St., Vornoni, OR, 97084

'To Eatcr g.,vl Our Codmunlly Thrlargh Prupqnlor, Awaronrc, rrd Ptncvrnncr"

CERTIFICATE

On behalf of the Vemonia Rural Flre Proteclion Dlstrlcl, wo cedfi that lhe atlached 'EXHIBIT A" is a
lleting of budgeled eryendltures lor lha 2A2*2025 llocal year, along wlth lhs conaspondlng
p€rconiags, whlch to a tgsult of 'lmpaclion" on the dFtrlcl. Thls'lmpactlon'lg due lo th6 natural gas
explorallon, dewlopmont, lrsnsportatlon and etorage ln lhe MIsl oes flelds. lt has b€6n dotemtnod
lhat a portlon ol thesa operallon costs an6 teimbursable undor ORS 275.275 (2\(b,),

Dated thls 22d day ol l,tby 2O25

VERNONIA RURAL FIRE
PROTECTION DISTRICT

Fim Chlef

*

U,u r { t, fh"l,!r* o n.t- -
Charollette Tannery, llfeU{enanl olfldhlnlstretlon
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lrax (503) 366 72+3

Col u rl1b i:rr-'<-r Lu rt vo r. gov

FROM: Board of County Commissioners
TO: Columbia County Treasurer
DATE: June 1 1,2025

RE: Review and Deterrnination Regarding Vernonia Rural Fire Protection District's Request
for Reimbursement, Certificate, and Cost Bill

The Board of County Commissioners has reviewed the request for reimbursement,
certificate, and cost bill submitted by the Vernonia Rural Fire Protection District for a
portion of their operational costs incurred due to the impact on the district of natural gas
exploration, development, transportation, and storage in the Mist gas field. The Board has
determined that the documentation is adequate and that the operational costs incurred
meet the requirements for which the Board originally approved reimbursement under ORS
275.275(2) in Order No. 338-94.

The Board hereby requests that you verify the cost bitl sought for reimbursement, as
required by ORS 275.275(5), and sign and return the attached verification document to
the Board of Commissioners'Office.

Thank

Kellie Jo Smith
Chair

Seryice - Engagement - Connection - lnnovotion

EXHIBIT B
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