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BEFORE THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 

FOR COLUMBIA COUNTY, OREGON 
 

In the Matter of In the Matter of Conveying 
a Permanent Access Easement Across the 
Crown Z Trail at NW Thornton Drive in 
Scappoose 

 
 ORDER NO. 62-2025 

 
 WHEREAS, ORS 203.010 authorizes the County to purchase and hold land for the 
use of the County and to do all other necessary acts in relation to that property; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, ORS 271.310 authorizes the County to covey interests in County owned 
land when it is in the public interest; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the County is the owner of certain real property known as the Crown Z 
Trail a portion of which is located near the intersection of Scappoose-Vernonia Highway 
and NW Thornton Drive. CZ Trail at this location is specifically described as a strip of land 
formerly the Crown Zellerbach Private Logging Road located in Section1, T3N, R2W. This 
part of the trail is more generally described as part of Tract G in that deed recorded in the 
deed records of the Columbia County Clerk on December 15, 2004, as Fee No. 2004-
015482 (“the Property”); and  
 
 WHEREAS, Thornton Drive has existed for years as a substandard roadway that 
provides access to multiple parcels of land located on the south side of the CZ Trail; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Keith E. Settle and Christina L. Settle own five such parcels for which 
they have received a development permit from the City of Scappoose. As part of that 
permit the Settles are required to obtain a permit from the County legalizing the Thornton 
Drive access to Scappoose-Vernonia Highway and to obtain an easement for roadway and 
utility purposes at the location Thornton Drive crosses the CZ Trail; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Granting this easement is in the public’s interest as it will result in the 
improvement of the Thornton Road access to County standards and will clear the way for 
the development of a significant amount of property in the area. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS HEREBY ORDERS: 
 

1. The Board adopts the above recitals as findings supporting this order. 
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2. The Board finds that the grant of the proposed easement furthers the public interest 
as it will result in the improvement of Thornton Drive and allows the development of 
the properties served by that road. 
  

3. The Board grants to Keith E. Settle and Christina L. Settle an easement across the 
CZ Trail for road and utility purposes in the form that is attached hereto as Exhibit A. 
  

4. Upon delivery of the easement, Keith E. Settle and Christina L. Settle shall have the 
document recorded in the office of the Columbia County Clerk at their own expense 
and shall forward a recorded copy to the offices of Columbia County Counsel. 

  
 DATED this ___ day of _________________, 20__. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved as to form 
 
By:        
 Office of County Counsel 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
FOR COLUMBIA COUNTY, OREGON 
 
By:        
        Kellie Jo Smith, Chair 
 
By:        
        Casey Garrett, Commissioner 
 
By:        
        Margaret Magruder, Commissioner 
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