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BEFORE THE BOARD OF COUNry COMMISSIONERS

FOR COLUMBIA COUNry, OREGON

ln the Matter of Reimbursing the Vernonia
Rural Fire Protection District Pursuant to
oRS 275.275(2)

)
)

)

)

)

)

oRDER NO. 99-01

[December 2001 Distributlon]

WHEREAS, on December 29,1994, the Board of County Commissioners adopted
Order No. 338-94 which, among otherthings, authorized the Vernonia Rural Fire Protection
District (RFPD) to apply for reimbursement for a portion of their operational costs due to
the impaction on the District by natural gas exploration, development, transportation and
storage in the Mist gas fields; and

WHEREAS, this reimbursement would 'be made to the Vernonia Rural Fire
Protection District out of the proceeds received pursuant to ORS 275.275(2); and

WHEREAS, on December 18, 2001, the Vernonia RFPD submitted a list of
budgeted expenditures for the 2001-2002 fiscal year, along with the corresponding
percentage which is a result of impaction in the amount of $28,890, certified to be for the
costs described above; and

WHEREAS, the Board has reviewed and approved these costs, and the Columbia
County Treasurer has verified said costs; and

WHEREAS, the relevant billings, certification, approval and verification referred to
above are attached hereto and incorporated herein by this reference as follows:

Certificate and Cost 8i11............"...... Exhibit A
Review and Approval ........... Exhibit B
Verification ......".."... ......." Exhibit C; and

WHEREAS, the amount of funds available for reimbursement for impaction at this
time is $17,868.28 and by prior authorization, Vernonia RFPD is entitled to 34o/o of those
funds; and

WHEREAS, this matter is now before the Board of County Commissioners for
approval of reimbursement in the amount of $6,075.22,which is the allowable amount of
reimbursementforthe above-mentioned costs approved pursuantto Order No. 338-94 and
Order No. 97-01;
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NOW, THEREFORE, lT lS HEREBY ORDERED as follows:

Vernonia RFPD shallbe reimbursed in the amount of $6,075.22as a portion of their
operational costs due to impaction on the district by naturalgas exploration, development,

transportation and storage in the Mist gas fields, as described in the attached Exhibit A.

DATED thts /./hL day of December ,2001.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
FOR UNTY, OREGON

Approved as to form By:
c

By: h,A
of Co By:nsel

lssroner

By:
ISS
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E)il]IBIT A

Vernonia Rural Fire
Protectlon Distnict

555 East Bridge Street
Vernonia, OR 97064

Dec" Le AA@L @L.2tPn P2

W ffiFIfth (;OMPANY
Pirorre : (5031 42() -8252 EM$ COMIANY

Phone: (503) 429-4600

CER,"T"IF'I'C,'ATI.]

On behalf of thc Vernonia Rural Fire Protcction District, we certify that the
altached "Exlfbit A" is a listing ol'bu<lgeted expenditurcs for the ?0()l-2002 fiscal year
along rvith the correspouding perccntage, rvhicl'r is a result of "lrnpacl.ion" ol'l the clistrict
This "impa.ctjon" is duc to the natural gas exploratir:n, develclprrrertt, transportation arrd
storagc in the Mist gas ficlds. It has been determincrl that a portion of thesc opcrarion
costs are reirnbursable under ORS 27.5.275 (2) (t )"

Dated this I 7th day of'l)eoernber 2001

VERNOMA ITURAL IIIRE
PROTFCTION DISIRIC]T

c,
Don We

Paul er, Fire

alf of thc Board of Dircctr>rs
t- -i
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COSTOIJ OPEI(A]'ION

The ccluiptnerlL needcd lo opcratc within eur cllrrent ISO rating r.rf 5 in our city area anclclassS-ginourrutal areais;'l'rvoClass"A"pumpers,(E4-51, l:454),o1c2000gal1ur
pumPer / tendcr (E452), one 1000 gallon tender (WT456). We atso ha.vc availablc
trainecl volunteers to operatc- this equipn)ent (c.unellt roster o1.26).

The ecluipntent rve woulci need ttr have an aclequare defense fbr any lype ol-gas relalerl
elrlcrgency cotrld include all ol'the abovc nrentionecl equipnre nt as w.ell as son.re
additioual, all based on the scverity and duration of thc inciclent. Equi;rrnept lccdecl
worrld be three lirant trnits, currcntly we lrave trvo, the seconcl one was corrrpleted in thc
sunlrllet- ol' I 999- A lsr-r ncecled woulcl Lre .special rc.scue equipnrent 1rop" rcslu"
equipnrent), in thc ovent of an entrapffent on a job site or production site.

Twt: years agtl this la-st spring the district appropriatcd a froncj in the arnount of $320.000
in order to obtain the re.source.s to upgradc the ncedecl equipment, whicli would be
needed in the event of thc fidjor incitJent related to natuial gas. At the end of .Igne I999
wc receivcd a trew cngine that includcs a purnper with conrpressed air foanr capabilities
($?30,000). ottr rescue has been upgradcd, to inclucle radios {br-arr upgraded oommand
sysletn ($38,000) and our utility chassis has been changecl ovcr fi.rn a 2.x4 to a 4x4. A
cost o1'about $ 10,000' which will conre out ot- the boart buclget becausc it c{oes not fall
ttttdcr the guidelines apprclpriated for thc bond. l'he abovc nientionecl eqiriprncnt rvill
give the district aclequate tlefense fbr ury type of gas relatecl crnerge,:cy, t* *" will also
have long range plans to kecp our equiprnent upgraded as the comrtunity and the ueed
for response grows.

Our department would also be onc ol= Mist Birkenfeld'"s first lines r:[Mutual Aitl in a. gas
relilted emergency, b0th for re.qources and nlanpower. Our dcpartment has rlevoteci much
time and encrgy Lo sec ro it that ws are able to providc irnprovcd scrvic,es for our citfzens.
We lravc been able to provide one full tinre staifcd position as rvell as one plrt tirnc
staff'ed position (for secretarial and bookkeeping purposes) anrJ meintain on activc roster
of 26 t volunteels ovcr lhe years. Cost in kceping and maintaining both equiprnent and
s-taff for these lypcs olemergcncies is substantiai Our clepartrncnr adclecl a parl timo
Emcrgency Maintenance Mcchanic in rhe "spling of 200(). Rcsponses to a transportation
incident or cxploration site are only a 

"ouplc 
ol'the rnany type$of rc.spqnses that are

likely to tre recluircd.

Our.additional equiprnenl recluiretncnts nrust bc marintained 1br complctc rencliness, as
well as have triritred statTto opL'rate this equipment. Clornplete gnd up trr clate record.q
rnust be kept on all equiprncnt and personncl. As we have clernonstrated, over 20olo ol"
our operiition is based on readiness fbr gas rela.ted ine:idents.
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COST OT OPERATiON RELATED TO IMPACI'ION

Prior to the <levelopment of the natural gas fields in Colurnbia County' the Vernonirt

Rural Fire protection f)istrict operatecl -iAift^ fairly comfortable lirte o{:equipment and

personnel, for the p*p*. 
"f 

providing frre protcciion to it's citizens' Our line of

equipment included thc following; a 1974 Class "A" pumper. an<l a light duty salvage

antJ rescue vehicle. our abilities to provide in the wban interfacc ftrr wildla'd fires were

little to nonc. fr"ining *a-* also very limited due to lack oJ'funds and other resouroes'

When natrrral gas was being explored and production soou lbllowedl Mist Birkenfeld

".ioig 
*rt Veftonia saw the nicd to seek ways to offset thc additional cost to the

districts for additional services that would be needed as a result of natural gas fields' The

risk of a major incident increased as a result of the continued increase in the numt>er of

pro<luci1g and activc gas fields. Lcgislative action was taken and the implernentation of

lhe "Impact Fund"'was the result.

Since the start of Impact Funcl distribution, Mist Birkenfeld and Vcmonia have usecl

those funds ,o Upgt;i* upp"rutor, replace, or to outrigbt pufch4-sg equipmcnt' A11 <lf

whic.h would be called uporr in the event of a gas related emelgency' 'fhis.has worked

vcry well as a means to gbrain this very nacessary equiprnent to provide adequate

services. It has lreen an effective tool for srrrall irre districts such as ours to fund thcse

projects.

As wc havc seen over the coruse Of the years, the furnding fronr the gas royalties has

dimini.shecl a great deal, as production orgut'tt-t slowed..Iqowevor? this last spring and

summer there v;as much work done in o,ria,ea on uPgading the local ga-s lines' and there

was oDe fatalify iD which we did respond on, due to construction' 'I'hus ortr teadincss

must not decrease, and pur resPousc capability must romaln iutact' and we must also

cttntinuc to improve our equipmcnt and our department as factorS continue to chatrgc"

We, the district, havc realiz.cd a nced rtitr," day+o-clay operations of the fire district that

is a directly related to the prodUctiqn, st6rage' transportatiQn' or exploration for natural

gas or ttil within the boundary of our fire district"

'fhus, we have decided to requost reitnbursement for such costs ba'sed on a perccntugc o1'

gur annual operating butlget, and havc giuln ynu a break down of our cost of opcratiort

on the follou'ing Page-
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It can be argued that while [he cost is duc to readiness, the conrnrunity bertetits b.y lravi[g

this aclditional equipmcnt ancl trained staff lbr the purposc of lnrpaotittn incidents. Witlt

arJjustn:errts for tlis, thc cost ol'nraintaining n statc of rea<line.ss is at least 15% of general

operation.

e@
The follqwing is a listing of budgeted cxpenditures for the 2001-2002 fiscal year and thc

corresponding percentnge, whioh is a result of "Intpaction"-

T

Sub Total $ 178,100 $ 26,715

Nofe: The amount of irnpact funds will affOct the nUmber of years Qur new equlPtnent

will be in service,

20 vear deoreciation t5 Im on

Personal Scrvices

Materials and Scrvices

Capitol Outlay

Contingencies

Engine $230,000

Rescue $ 38,000

Fox Conversion $ 12,000

Utility Changc over $ 10,000

T'otal s290,000

$ 88,200

$ 65,100

$ 1o;8oo

$ 14,000

$ I 1"500

$ 1,900

s 600

$ s00

$ 14,500

$ I3,230

$ 9"765

$ 1,620

$ 2,100

$

$ 285

$90

$75

725

f'oLal amount rcqu(:sted for reirnbursement $ 28,890

s 2,175



;i H
3SS

tl at

tt at
ll. r' "__

EXHIBIT B

Board of Commissioners
Countv CourthouseO St. Helens. Oreoon 97051-2096o503-397-4322Ofax 503-397-7243

Commissioner Rita Bernhard Jan Greenhalgh, Board Secretary
Commissioner Anthony Hyde
Commissioner Joe Corsiglia

MEMORANDUM

col.flr.qilrF t('uNTY

()ilE$oN

FROM

DATE

Paulette Kuiper, Treasurer

Board of Commissioners

December 18,2001

TO

RE Review and Determination Regarding Vernonia Rural Fire
Protection District's December 2001 Request for Reimbursement,
Certificate and Cost Bill

The Board of County Commissioners has reviewed the December 18, 2001,
request for reimbursement, certificate and cost bill submitted by the Vernonia Rural Fire
Protection District for a portion of the operational costs incurred due to the impaction on
the district of naturalgas exploration, development, transportation and storage in the Mist
gas fields. The Board has determined that the documentation is adequate and that the
operationalcosts incurred meetthe requirements forwhich the Board originally approved
reimbursement, under ORS 275.275(2), in Order No. 338-94.

The Board hereby requests that you verify the cost bill sought for reimburse-
ment, as required by ORS 275.275(2), and sign and return the attached verification
document.

Thank you

S:\COUNSEL\GASVMPACT\2001\VERNONIA\DEC 01 TREASURER MEM.wpd



EXHIBIT C

COLUMBIA COT]]VTY

Office of the Treasurer
Paulette Kuiper

Second Floor, Courthouse
St. Helens, Oregon 97051

VERIFICATION

Pursuantto ORS 275.275(2Xb), lhave reviewed the attached December 18,2001,
request for reimbursement, certificate and cost bill submitted by the Vernonia Rural Fire
Protection District and hereby verify that, to the best of my knowledge, they are for a
portion of the operational costs incurred due to the impaction on the district of naturalgas
exploration, development, transportation and storage in the Mist gas fields. The Board of
County Commissioners has determined these costs to be reimbursable under ORS
275"275(2Xb) and for which distribution has been authorized in Order No. 338-94 and
Order No. 97-01"

Dated tni, ttB day of December, 2001 "

COLUMBIA COUNTY TREASU RER

Paulette Kuiper, Treasu

S:\COUNSEL\GASVMPACT\2001 VERNONIA\DEC 0 1 VERIFY.wpd


