
BEFORE THE BOARD OF COLINTY COMMISSIONERS

FOR COLUMBIA COUNTY, OREGON

In the Matter of Reimbursing the Vernonia
Rural Fire Protection District Pursuant to
oRS 275.27s(2)

Certificate and Cost Bill
Review and Approval ...
Verification

ORDER NO. 58-01
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ORDER NO. 58-01

[June 200 1 Distribution]

WHEREAS, onDecember29,l9g4,theBoardofCounty CommissionersadoptedOrderNo.
338-94 which, among other things, authorized the Vernonia Rural Fire Protection District (RFPD)
to apply for reimbursement for a portion of their operational costs due to the impaction on the
District by natural gas exploration, development, transportation and storage in the Mist gas fields;
and

WHEREAS, this reimbursement would be made to the Vernonia Rural Fire Protection
District ("Vernonia RFPD") out of the proceeds received pursuant to ORS 275.275(2); and

WHEREAS, on December 20,2000, the Vernonia RFPD submitted a list of budgeted
expenditures for the 2000-200 I fiscal year, along with the conesponding percentage which is a result
of impaction in the amount of $28,545, certified to be for the costs described above; and

WHEREAS, theVernoniaRFPDreceivedthesumof$5,883.30towards saidimpactioncosts
in the December 2000 distribution of the proceeds received pursuant to ORS 275.275(2), leaving a
balance due to impaction of $22,661.70; and

WHEREAS, on June 27,2001, the Vernonia RFPD submitted an amended list of budgeted
expenditures for the 2000-2001 fiscal year, along with the corresponding percentage which is a
result of impaction representing the balance of $22,66L70, certified to be for the remaining costs
described above; and

WHEREAS, the Board has reviewed and approved these costs, and the Columbia County
Treasurer has verified said costs; and

WHEREAS, the relevant billings, certification, approval and verification referred to above
are attached hereto and incorporated herein by this reference as follows:

. Exhibit A

. Exhibit B
Exhibit C; and
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WHEREAS, the amount of funds available for reimbursement for impaction at this time is
$13,691.08 and, by prior authorization,Vernonia RFPD is entitled to 34o/o of those funds; and

WHEREAS, this matter is now before the Board of County Commissioners for approval of
reimbursement inthe amountof $4,654.97,whichis the allowable amount ofreimbursementforthe
above-mentioned costs approved pursuant to Order No. 338-94 and Order No. 56-01;

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED the Vemonia RFPD shall be reimbursed
inthe amount of $4,654.97 as aportion oftheir operational costs due to impaction onthe districtby
natural gas exploration, development, transportation and storage in the Mist gas fields, as described
in the attached Exhibit A.

DATED ttns {bft.day of June,200l.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
IA

Approved as to form

By:
I of Counsel

ORDER NO. 58-01
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By:

By:
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FROh : UERNONIR RFPD

FIRE COMPANY
Phone: (503) 429-8252

qo= ,l?a 2gOO

E)C{IBIT A

Vernonia Rural Fire
Protection District

555 East Bridge Street
Vernonia, OR 97064

Jun. 27 ?A@L 11:44RN PZ

EMS COMPANY
Phone: (503) 429-4600

I
I

June 2i;200i

Columbia County Board of Commissioners

ATTN; Cynthia Zemaitis
Courthouse
St. Helens, Oregon 97051

Sincerely

RE; 2000-200I hnPact Request

Dear Cynthia;

we are asking for reimbursement of Lmpact funds under o-RS 275.?75 (2) (b). The

following u*i*t is being requested foi reimbursement of operationat::*: in the

amount of $ ZZ,O6 t.ZO' $ ZS.-545 less $ 5,883'30 received January 4*' 2001'

Attached you will tind a copy of qur Operational cost projccted out in percentage based

on our current uuagei rorttre zoo0-200i budget year. You will also find attached a copy

of the certiiicate signed'

I woulcl like to say that we appreoiatc the Board of Commissioners consideration in this

matter.

Karin Goodman
Secretary/ BookkeePer
Vernonia Rural Fire Protection District



FROI4 : UERNONIF RFPD FRX NO. : 5@3 429 29B,A

CERTIFICATE

On behalf of rhe Vernonla Rural Firs Prutssl.iuu Dirtriut, ws *crti& that t'hc

attached 'Exhibit A" is a listing of budgeted cxpenditures for the 2000-?001 fiscal year

olo-E with the correeponding percertnge, rvhic.h is n re$rk of "Inpaction" on the district.
This "6paction" is due to lhe natr.ral sa$ explorotion, development, transportation and

storage in tte Mist gas fields. It has been detemined that a portion of these operation
cosrs are reimbursable urrder ORS 275.275 (2> (b)-

Datod thic 29th doy of Jrrne 2OO1

VERNONIA RURAL FIRE

PROTECTION DISTRICT

Don the Board

Pa Epler, Fire

Jun. 2@ ?@9L 12:11P14 P3
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COST OF OPIIRATION RELATED TO IMPACTION

Prior to the dwetopment of the natural g4s fields in Columbia County' the Vernonia

Rural Fire Protectr-on Dlstnct operated with a leifly ComfOntrble linc ol@plrrvu| aurl

p,ersonnel, for the pwpose of providing fire protection to it's citizEns. Our line of
iquipment inoluded the following; a 1974 Class "A'" pumper, and a light duty salvage

and iescue vehicle. Our abilities to provide in the urban inierface for wildland fires were

tittiE io no*. training was also very limitcd due to lack of lunds and other resourccs-

When natural gas was being explored and production soon followed; Mist Birkenfeld

along wittr Vernonia saw rno or".l [u >vch ways to sffsct thc odditionol oost to ths

disUists fur a,J.litiqnal scrviocs thot wo*ld be neEdgd gc q result of natural ges fields- The

risk of a major incident increased as a resul.t of the continued incrpase in the number of
producing and active gas fields. Legislative action was taken and the implementation of
the "Impact.Fund" was the result'

Biles t1o start of l-mpact Fund distributioil, Mist Birkenfeld snd Vernonio hante $sed

thosc funds to upgrodc apparatue, repleco. or to outright purchase equipment. All rlf

which would be called upon in the event of a gas related emergency. This has worked

very well as I meens to obtainthis very necessary equipmentto provide adequate

services. Ir has been 6il effective tool for small fire disuicts such as ours to ftrnd these

projects.

As we have seen over the course of the years, the funding from the gas royalties has

diminished e greet deal" as production of gas has slowed Hnwevet, this last spring and

summsr thsre was much work done in our area on upgrading the local gas lines, and therE
,was one fatality in which we did respon<I on, due to construction. Thus our readiness

rnust not deCrease, and our respoose capability must rcnnin intact, and we mugt al$o

gUUtinUs tu i'rp,uvv .r*' oqoiplgrrt orei our dcpartaont qs foctote continrre (o chnfrge'

We, the district, have realiiei a need for the day'fo-day operations of the fire district that

is a dircctly rclatod to the produotion, gtotsge, transportation, crr exploratiott fbr natural

ga$ or oil within the boundary of our fire disrict,

Thus, we hflve decided to request reirnbursement for such 90sts based on a perc9ntage of

our annUal operating budgeq and have givcn you a brcak down ofour cost ofoperation

on the following Page.
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COST OF OPERATION

'the equipment needed to operate within our curTent ISO rating ol'5 in our city area and

class 8-9 in our rural area ii: Two Class "A" pumpers, (H451, E454), one 2000 gallon

purnper / tender (E452), one 1000 gallon tendsr (WT456), We also have available

narned volunteers to operate this equipment (current roster of 26)'

The equiprnent lve would need to have an adequate defense for any type of gAs related

emefgency could include all of the above dentioned equipment as well as some

additionol, all boEed on the eeverity and duratinn nf the incident. Hquipmertt needed

wouldbe three foam units, cwentlY we have two, the second one was sompleted in the

summer of 1999. Also needed would be special rescue equipment (rope rescue

equipment), in the event of an entaprnent on alob Site br production site.

Two years ago this last spring the district appropniaterl a buttd itr ths a$ount of $3?0,000

in Order to obTsln lhp rusourucs Lo upgrarJs llrq ncodcd cquiptncnt, v''hir.lh "vould be

neerled in the eyent of the major incident related to natural gas- At th.e snd of June 1999

rvo receiyed cl r*rw engrr.re thaf inc.lrrdes a pllmner with comDressed air foam capabilities

($230,000). Oru resc;e has been upgraded, to include radios for an uPgraded comrnand

ryrt-* (SjS,OOO) and our utility ohassis has been changed ovor t'rom a2x4 to a 4x4^ A
cbst Ot about $ l0,UDtl, which rvllL come out of dlc lruard budgct bcuausc it dosn nct fell

under rhe guiclclincs appropriatcd fior the bond. The obove mentioned equipment will

give the district adequaie a"ftnse for any type of gas related emergency, but l/: will also

f,ave long ftngs ptaus to kcep our cquipmcnt upgndod as the community and the need

for responss grows.

Oru department would also be oile oI Mi$ Elrkgnfeld's first lirtsr; uf tvlurual Ai.{ irr a gne

related'emergency, botlr frlr resourcss and manlower. (Jur department has devoted much

time and energy to see to it that we arg able ttt provide lmpnoved selices for our citizens'

We have been able to provide onc fu||ti"me staffed position as well a$ one part time

SraITbd lxrsiriurr (fur st+rwtarial and boolckoeping purpoees) end mointrin en cctive rOStef

of 26+ volunteers over the years. Cost in keeping and maintaining both equipment and

staff for thcso typee of .*"lgerrcies is srhsranfial. Our deUArtment added a pArt time

Emergenoy Maintenance Mechanic in the Spring of 2000' Responses to a transportation

incidJnt oi cxploration site are only a coupli of the rnany types of responses that are

likely to be requtred'

Our gdditional ccluiprncrrt requiromcnts rrtust be maintained fot complete readiness. a$

r,t'cll rr.a hovo trsinei stsfft..r of.iemte this equipmenl COmnlsfe and Up tO date fecordS

must be kep on all equiprnEnt and personoel. As we have demons[rated' over ?0% of

our Operation is based on readiness for gas related itrpidents-



FROI4 : UERNONItr RFPD

Ferx)rul Sstvius)

lvlaterials and Sewicgs

Capitol Outlay

; Contincensia.,s

F"ngine

Rescue

Box Conversion

Utility Change over

FAX NO. : 5@3 429 29B,g

$ s5,70o

$ 63,500

$ ll,600

$ 15,000

Jun. 2@ 2@@I 12:12Pl,l P5

s 12,855

$ 9,525

$ 1,740

$ 2,250

It can be argued that while the cost is due to rpadinpss, the commurtity benefits by having

this a<ltlitional equipmEnt artd trainerl stafffOr the purpose.of Impaction incidents' With

"-6iu*t**",, 
ror,frii-irt" oort of rnaintainirrg a state of readiness is at least 15% of general

operation-

cosTpl; OPERATAN

The following ie e lictiog of brrrlgerer{ erpcnditures for 1he,2000-200t fiscal Year and the

oonesponding percentage, which is a result of "Impaction"'

Sub Total $ 175,800 $ 26.3?0

Note: The amorurt of impact fuds rvill affect the number of years our nsw equiprnent

will be in service.

$230.000

$ 38,000

$ 12,ooo

$ 10,000

20 yeg,{ 4epr-egiation lF% Ippasf.Ign

$ 11,500 $ 1,725

$ 1,900 $ 285

$600 $so

1_':1-.. lli"-.. -
$ 14,500 s2,175

\

,) Tohl amount requested for reimbursemcnt $ 28'545
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EXHIBIT B

Board of Commissioners
County CourthouseO St. Helens, Oregon 97051-2096o503-397-4322Ofax 503-397-7243

Commissioner Rita Bernhard Jan Greenhalgh, Board Secretary
Commissioner Anthony Hyde
Commissioner Joe Corsiglia

TO

RE

gilFG$Fl

MEMORANDUM

Paulette Kuiper, Treasurer

FROM Board of Commissioners

DATE Jlune26,200l

Review and Determination Regarding Vernonia Rural Fire Protection
District's lwre26,200l Request for Reimbursement, Certificate and Cost
Bill

The Board of County Commissioners has reviewed the June 26, 2001 request for
reimbursement, certificate and cost bill submitted by the Vemonia Rural Fire Protection District
for a portion of the operational costs incurred due to the impaction on the district of natural gas

exploration, development, transportation and storage in the Mist gas fields. The Board has

determined that the documentation is adequate and that the operational costs incurred meet the
requirements for which the Board originally approved reimbursement, under ORS 275.275(2),in
Order No. 338-94.

The Board hereby requests that you veriff the cost bill sought for reimbursement, as

required by ORS 275.275(2), and sign and retum the attached verification document.

Thank you.

SICOIJNSEL\OL&GAS\IMPACTUOO IWERNONIA\TREASIJRER MEM JUN 01.WPd
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EXHIBIT C

COLUMBIA COU]YTY

Office of the Treasurer
Paulette Kuiper

Second Floor, Courthouse
St. Helens, Oregon 9705 I

VERIFICATION

Pursuant to ORS 275.215(2)(b), I have reviewed the attached June 26,2001, request for
reimbursement, certificate and cost bill submiued by the Vernonia Rural Fire Protection District and
hereby veriff that, to the best of my knowledge, they are for a portion of the operational costs
incurred due to the impaction onthe district ofnatural gas exploration, development, transportation
and storage in the Mist gas fields. The Board of County Commissioners has determined these costs
to be reimbursable under ORS 275.2 7 5(2)(b) arrd for which distribution has been authorized in Order
No. 338-94 and OrderNo. 56-01.

Dated rntt A{"S day of June ,2001.

COLUMBIA COUNTY TREASURER

Paulette Kuiper,

S:\COLJNSEL\OIL&GASUMPACTU00IWERNONIAVERIFY JIJN O l.wpd


