
BEFORE THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

FOR COLUMBIA COUNTY, OREGON

ln the Matter of Accepting a Broadband
Equity, Access, and Depl.oyment Program
Grant, Approving the Formation of the
Cotumbia Community Broadband
Corporation, and Agreeing to Accept TitLe to
atl assets of the Corporation UPon

Retirement of al,l, lndebtedness

RESOLUTION NO.30-2026

WHEREAS, recent events has amptified the need for avaitabte, retiabl,e and affordabte

high speed broadband services throughout Col,umbia County; and

WHEREAS, a digital. divide exists within Cotumbia County with many communities
tacking adequate high speed broadband access. This digital, divide is acute in the more rural

communities that are part of Cotumbia County; and

WHEREAS, in today's worl,d al,l, residents, businesses and institutions need high speed

broadband services where they work, tive, learn and ptay; and

WHEREAS, high speed broadband enabtes Work from Home, driving job creation

throughout the county, and connects customers and partners wortdwide to goods and services;

and

WHEREAS, high speed broadband greatl.y expands the abitity of residents to access

medicat, behaviorat, oral health services and the capacity of publ,ic heal.th officiats to monitor

and respond to heal,th threats; and

WHEREAS, high speed broadband enabtes greater civic participation and brings

communities together, hetps improve publ,ic safety, and makes our transportation systems

more resitient and efficient; and

WHEREAS, effective emergency services require using high speed broadband to integrate

data in reat time from att avaitabte sources, so decision makers have access to the information

necessary for the protection of [ives and property; and

WHEREAS, for the above reasons ctosing the digitat divide in Cotumbia County is

important and provides tong-term community benefits that inctude the abil.ity to futty engage in

the digitat economy, access existing and emerging services, expand economic opportunities
and bridge the economic divide; and

WHEREAS, to acceterate the depl,oyment of high-speed broadband throughout the

County, incl.uding underserved areas, Cotumbia County has expended publ.ic moneys to exptore

the possibl,e creation of a setf-sustaining Broadband Network; and
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WHEREAS, because of these efforts, Col.umbia County has been awarded a $g.s mittion
dottar grant under the federaI Broadband Equity, Access, and Deptoyment (BEAD) program to
construct a broadband network delivering retiabl.e high-speed broadband internet to
underserved locations in the Scappoose, Veronia, and Rainier school districts; and

WHEREAS, Cotumbia County has atso received a Notice Of lntent To Award an additionat
$6.S mittion doLLar BEAD grant to construct a broadband network detivering reliabl.e high-speed
broadband internet to underserved tocations in the St Hel,ens school. district; and

WHEREAS, the grant amounts cover approximatety hatf the amount needed to buil.d the
proposed broadband network; and

WHEREAS, Cotumbia County Lacks the resources to fitt that gap in funding; and

WHEREAS, lnternat Revenue Service ("lRS") Revenue Ruting 63-20 and Revenue
Procedure 82-26 provide a mechanism whereby a nonprofit corporation may issue tax-exempt
obtigations to finance pubtic infrastructure "on behatf of" a potiticat subdivision of a State; and

WHEREAS, organizers proposed the formation of an Oregon pubLic benefit nonprofit
corporation named the Cotumbia Community Broadband Corporation (the "Corporation,,)to
design, finance, construct, acquire, own, and operate a pubtic open-access broadband
tetecommunications and fiber-optic network (the "Broadband Network") located within the
geographicaI boundaries of Cotumbia County. The Corporation shatt be structured in
comptiance with IRS Revenue Rul.ing 63-20 and Revenue Procedure 82-26; and

WHEREAS, fotlowing the formation of the Corporation, Cotumbia County intends to enter
a subgrant agreement with the corporation permitting the transfer of funds received under the
BEAD grant to the Corporation in exchange for the Corporation's financing, construction and
operation of the broadband networks required as a condition of the BEAD grant; and

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners finds that the creation of the
Corporation and the devetopment of the Broadband Network is in the best interest of the
citizens of Cotumbia County and wil,l, serve a vitat publ.ic and charitabte purpose for the citizens
of Cotumbia County; and

WHEREAS, Section 4.06 of IRS Revenue Procedu re 82-26 requires that the governmental.
unit on whose behal.f the obl.igations are issued to formatty approve the formation of the
corporation and, within one year prior to issuance, approve each bond issuance; and

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners finds that the creation of the
corporation and the devetopment of the Broadband Network serve a vitat pubtic and charitabte
purpose for the citizens of Cotumbia County.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE BOARD OF COUNry COMMISSIONERS FOR COLUMBIA COUNry,
OREGON, ADOPT THE ABOVE RECITATIONS AS FINDINGS.
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FURTHER, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED BYTHE BOARD OF COUNry COMMISSIONERS FOR

COLUMBIA COUNTY, OREGON, AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1: APPROVAL OF GRANTAGREEMENT
The Board of County Commissioners hereby approves C1O1-2026, Broadband Equity, Access,

and Depl.oyment (BEAD)Program Grant Agreement and Authorize the Chair to Sign.

SECTION 2: APPROVAL OF CORPORATION FORMATION

The Board of County Commissioners hereby approves the formation of the Columbia
Community Broadband Corporation as an Oregon pubtic benefit nonprofit corporation,

operating "on behatf of" Cotumbia County pursuant to Revenue Rul.ing 63-20 and Revenue
procedure 82-26. Staff is authorized to retain counseI to draft and fil,e with the Secretary of State

the Articl,es of lncorporation and Bytaws which shal.l, be approved by the Board prior to their

fiting. The proposed Artictes of lncorporation and Bytaws of the Corporation shat[ provide that:

1. The Corporation wil,l, engage in activities essentiatty pubtic in nature; and

2. The Corporation witt not be organized for profit, and no private inurement shatt

occur; and

3. The Corporation shaLl, be authorized to issue tax-exempt revenue bonds, and to

secure other forms of financing, to fund the Broadband Network; and

4. Before the issuance of any bonds or entering any other form of financing, approval

of the Col,umbia County Board of Commissioners shat[ be obtained; and

5. Upon the retirement, satisfaction, or defeasance of atl such bonds and

satisfaction of atl. such other financial, obtigations, fut[ tegat titl.e to the Broadband

Network and att corporate assets sha[[ immediatety vest in and be transferred to

Cotu mbia County, Oregon.

6. The Corporation shatl, incl,ude as a term of any bond or financing agreement the

requirement that the County's senior right to cure defautts and purchase or assume the

tegal, titl,e of the assets in the event of financial, or operational defautt by the Corporation

SECTION 4: AGCEPTANCE OF BENEFICIAL INTERESTAND ASSETTITLE

Cotumbia County hereby accepts a beneficiat interest in the Corporation and its assets whil'e

the authorized bond indebtedness and other forms of financing remain outstanding.

Furthermore, Cotumbia County hereby unconditionatty agrees to accept futt Legat titte to and

take ownership of the Broadband Network, inctuding att physical infrastructure, hardware,

software, rights-of-way, and remaining corporate property, immediatel'y and automaticatty upon

the compl,ete retirement, satisfaction, or defeasance of al.t bond issues and satisfaction of any

other forms of financing, in strict compl,iance with Section 4.05 of Revenue Procedure 82-26.
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SECTION 5: DEFAULTAND ACQUtStTtON RTGHTS
The Board approves the incl.usion as a term of any bond or documentation of any other form of
financing the County's senior right to cure defaul.ts and purchase or assume the tegal, titl.e of the
assets in the event of financial or operationat defautt by the Corporation to safeguard publ,ic
assets and ensure continuity of broadband operations.

SECTION 6: NO COUNry FINANCIAL LtABtLtTy
This resotution does not constitute a pLedge of the faith, credit, or taxing power of Co1umbia
County, Oregon. The bonds as wett as any other form of financing issued by the Corporation
shatt be speciat, timited obLigations of the Corporation, payabte sol.ety from the revenues
generated by the Broadband Network, and shatt never constitute a debt, l,iabitity, or generaI
obl.igation of Cotumbia County.

SECTION 7: EFFECTIVE DATE
This Resotution shat[ take effect immediatety upon its adoption

Dated this 1 1th day of September,2e26.

BOARD OF COUNry COMMISSIONERS
FOR COLUMBIA COUNry, OREGON

Approved as to form:
eJ Sm t , Chair

By:

office of County Counset
a rrett, ner

By:

ret M der, mm sroner

By
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