
BEFORE THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
FOR COLUMBIA COUNTY, OREGON

ln the Matter of Calling an Election to
Consider Adoption of a Columbia County
Transient Lodging Tax

oRDER NO. 29-2026

WHEREAS, in the last 2 fiscal years the County was forced to implement
mandated furlough reductions, reduce personnel by 14 FTE, use onetime resources,
and sell County assets in order to balance the General Fund; and

WHEREAS, the County began an initiative to review the County's fiscal
sustainability in 2019, to assist the County in its strategic decision-making process to
meet capital and operations/maintenance funding needs into the future; and

WHEREAS, on November 6, 2019, the Board of County Commissioners adopted
a final report (the "Report") establishing a framework for fiscal sustainability in the
County; and

WHEREAS, as described in the Report, due to Measures 5 and 50 adopted in

the 1990s, there are structural limitations on the growth of property tax revenues, even
as statewide infrastructure and service needs continue to increase, and the County has
realized significant reductions in other funding sources to balance its annual budgets,
leading to unsustainable budget gaps and reduced services; and

WHEREAS, the County is mandated by the State to perform hundreds of
wide-ranging mandated services for the community; and

WHEREAS, the County also provides non-mandated services such as transit
services and the Fair, to contribute to the quality of life in the county; and

WHEREAS, increasingly it is becoming difficult for the County to meet all service
obligations because expenses are growing faster than revenues, destabilizing the ability
to perform mandated and discretionary services; and

WHEREAS, the County recognizes that the status quo of disinvestment in

County services will harm the County's competitive position in the long run; and

WHEREAS, the Report identified several revenue generating tools for
implementation, including a transient lodging tax; a fee charged to guests for overnight
lodging, deriving funding for services from visitors to the County who put burdens on the
County's systems, rather than on property owners; and

WHEREAS, in 2025 the Columbia County Budget Committee recommended that
the County revisit opportunities to raise revenues; and
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WHEREAS, an advisory group revisited the revenue generating tools identified in
the Report and recommended to the Board of Commissioners that the County hold an
election to consider the adoption of a county-wide transient lodging tax; and

WHEREAS, the Board intends to implement a reduced rate for overnight lodging
in Columbia County Parks for County residents;

NOW, THEREFORE, lT lS HEREBY ORDERED as foilows:

1. An election shall be held on Tuesday, November 3,2026, to consider the
implementation of a County-wide transient lodging tax of 13o/o in unincorporated
Columbia County and in cities that do not collect city transient lodging taxes and 4o/o in
cities that do collect city transient lodging taxes.

2. The Board of County Commissioners adopts and approves the ballot tile
and explanatory statement which are attached hereto and incorporated herein by this
reference.

DATED this 2nd day of September,2026.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
FOR COLUMBIA COUNTY, OREGON

,ch

roner

M aret ag oner

E
E

I
I
E

=Ef
I

E
E

r

i

=

F

=

By

By

By

App to

By:
Office of County Counsel

Order No. 29-2026 Page 2



Notice of Measure Election sEL 801
rev 08/25r ORS 250.035, 250.041,

250.115 , 254 .103, 254 .465County

Date of Notice

September 2,2026
Name of CountY or Counties

Columbia County

Date of Election

November 3,2026

Notice

Final Ballot Title The following is the final ballot title of the measure to be submitted to the county's voters. The ballot title notice was

published and the ballot title challenge is complete.

atory Stateme nt 500 words that impartially expla ins the measure and its effect.

Authorized CountY Official Not required to be notarized

oll 10 words which reasonably identifies the subject of the measureCapti

Columbia County Transient Lodging Tax Measure

nly phrases the chief purpose of the measure.Question 20 words which Plai

Shall Columbia County implement a County-wide transient lodging tax to be paid by lodgers?

Summary 175 words which concisely summarizes the measure and its major effect.and impartially

Columbia County proposes County-wide transient lodging tax which would be added to the retail

price paid for loO'ging in hotels, moiels, bed and breakfasts, RV parks, campgrounds, vacation

rentals and otheisimilar transient lodging facilities for stays less than 30 days.

For lodging in cities that collect a transient lodging tax, the County will charge 4% of the retail price.

ln uninJoriorated Columbia County and in cities that do not collect a transient lodging tax, the

charge will be 13% of the retail price. Lodging operators and intermediaries, such as Airbnb, may

retain a percentage of tax collections to coveitheir costs. 50% of the net County lodging tax will be

dedicated for tourism promotion, tourism related facilities, and/or resilience grants for small

businesses in the restaurant and lodging industry. The remaining 50% will be used to support

County services. This measure is e*p"it"d to raise approximately $150,000 to $300,000 annually.

Upon approval of this measure, the County will implement the transient lodging tax by ordinance

consistent with applicable statutes and administrative rules.

lf the county is producing a voters' pamphlet an explanatory statement must

) any measure referred by the county

) any initiative or referendum, if requi
Explanatory Statement Attached? i\ V.t No

be written and attached to this form for

governing body; or
red by local ordinance

Title
Vice-Chair

Name

Casey Garrett

Mailing Address

230 Strand St. St. Helens, Oregon 97051

Contact Phone

503-397-3839

By signing this document:

) I hereby state that I am authorized by the county to submit this Notice of Measure Election; and

) I certify that notice of receipt of ballot title has been published and the ballot title challenge process for this measure

completed

Date Signed



oRs 251.345

oAR 165-022-0040

COLUMBIA COUNTY

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT FOR COUNry VOTERS' PAMPHLET

Battot Titte caption: cotumbia county Transient Lodging Tax Measure

Measure Number (if known): Word Totat (500 Max): 462

over the tast 2 years the county needed to imptement mandatory furtough days for generat
fund emptoyees, reduce generatfund positions by 14FrE,use one-time resources, and sell
County assets to batance the Generat Fund budget.

The county's Generat Fund is made up atmost excl.usivety of property taxes which by taw
cannot increase more than 3olo annustty. Because expenses are growing faster than
revenues, the county is facing the need to cut and/or reduce the quatity of mandated and
discretionary services funded by the Generat Fund.

A Report issued in 2o19 reviewed the county's fiscaI sustainabiLity and identified transient
todgingtaxes (TLTs) as a revenue generatingtoot that does not raise propertytaxes and shifts
the impact to county visitors who put burdens on the county,s systems but do not pay
property taxes.

The county proposes estabtishing a new county-wide Transient Lodging Tax. The TLT witt be
paid exctusivety by guests staying in temporary todgings-such as hotets, motets, bed and
breakfasts, campgrounds, RV parks, and short-term vacation rentats for tess than 30
consecutive days' Long term renters woutd not pay a tax on rent.

The tax structure witt account for existing city TLTs to prevent inequitabte burdens. lf
approved, the TLT rates witt be imptemented as fottows:

130/o in at[ unincorporated areas of cotumbia county, as wett as inside incorporated city
boundaries that do not col.tect their own tocat TLT;

4% inside the boundaries of cities that cottect a city TLT.

The county intends to imptement a reduced rate for overnight todging in cotumbia county
Parks for Cotumbia County residents.



Under Oregon [aw, revenue from any newty estabtished tocat todging tax must fottow strict

funding distributions. 500/o of net revenue must be dedicated exctusivety to funding tourism

promotion and tourism-retated facitities within the County. Examples of tourism programs

that may be funded inctude improvements to the County Fairgrounds and County Parks and

resitiency grants for smatt businesses in the restaurant and todging industry. The remaining

500/o may be altocated to the County generat f und to support County services that rety on the

Generat Fund, which incLude the Sheriff's Office, the District Attorney's Office, the Juvenite

Department and severaI others.

The TLTwitt be cottected directty by todging operators or ontine booking intermediaries (such

as Airbnb and VRBo) at the time a guest pays for a stay. These operators witt remit the

col.tected f unds quarterty. The County intends to contract with the State of Oregon to cottect

TLTs for the County in order to avoid an additionat administrative burden on operators'

ln 2003, the Oregon Legistature passed a transient todging tax law that attowed cities and

counties in Oregon to cottect [oca[ transient todging taxes. Since that time a majority of

counties and cities in Oregon have adopted transient Lodging taxes.

Person responsibte for the content of the Exptanatory Statement

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

FOR COLUMBIA COUNTY, OREGON

By

Casey Garrett, e*d?
Vl k- - gt*ruv,/

Date Signed: September 2,2026
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