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BEFORE THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
FOR COLUMBIA COUNTY, OREGON

In the Matter of Rate Adjustments for
Curbside Collection Services for Franchised ORDER NO. 24-2026
Haulers in Rural Columbia County and for
Disposal Rates at the Columbia County
Transfer Station

WHEREAS, Section 5.01(A) of the Columbia County Solid Waste Management Ordinance
(SWMO) authorizes the Board of County Commissioners (Board), upon its own recommendation
or the recommendation of the Solid Waste Advisory Committee (SWAC), to approve and
establish rate adjustments; and

WHEREAS, Section 5.01(A)(4) of the SWMO authorizes the Board to increase or decrease
rates based on the cost of doing business; and

WHEREAS, Section 5.01(B) of the SWMO requires that prior to approving new rates the
Board determine that those rates are just fair, reasonable, and sufficient to provide proper
service to the public. It also identifies factors for the Board to consider in determining if a rate
change is justified. Among these factors are:

1. The investment in facilities and equipment; and
2. Local wage scales; and

3. Areasonable rate of return to the franchisee based upon a percentage of gross
receipts under the franchise; and

4. The length of haul to disposal facilities; and
5. The cost to the franchisee of the disposal of the solid waste it collects; and

6. Any other factors that in the opinion of the SWAC or the Board impact the rates to be
charged; and

WHEREAS, the unincorporated portions of Columbia County is served by two solid waste
collection providers, Waste Management for the Vernonia and Scappoose Rural Areas, and
Waste Connections for the Clatskanie, Rainier and St Helens Rural Areas; and

WHEREAS, the SWAC At-Large Members and County Staff met and reviewed Detailed

Cost Reports (DCRs) and proposed rate adjustments submitted by these two solid waste
collection providers; and
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WHEREAS, at the Board of Commissioners meeting of June 17, 2026 staff briefed the
Board on recommended changes to tipping fees at the Transfer Station and the rates charged by
Waste Management and Waste Connections; and

WHEREAS, those recommendations included a greater than CPl increase in Transfer
Station fees, including a 7% increase in the Self-Haul disposal fee for loads over 320 pounds
and 14% increase in the Franchise Agreement Tipping Fee; and

WHEREAS, Staff and SWAC also recommend that the rates for Waste Management
customers increase by 9.7% and that rates for Waste Connections customers increase by
1.83%. These increases were needed to pass through to customers the increases in Transfer
Station fees and to assure franchise operators a reasonable rate of return for the fiscal year
starting July 1, 2026; and

WHEREAS, Following this staff briefing the Board scheduled a public hearing on these
proposed rates for July 1, 2026; and

WHEREAS, Notice of the public hearing was properly given by mail and by publication;
and

WHEREAS, the Board did hold a hearing on July 1, 2026, to take testimony on the
proposed rate changes. At the conclusion of that hearing the Board delayed deliberation on the
proposed rate and fee changes to permit further review with staff. and

WHEREAS, in a memo dated July 10, 2026 Staff proposed that the Transfer Station fee
increase be limited to the CPI adjustment provided for under Board Order 6-2010 resultingin a
3.1% increase across the board in Transfer Station fees. A table showing the proposed new
Transfer Station fees is attached hereto as Attachment A; and

WHEREAS, As a result of this reduction in the in Transfer Station Rates SWAC and staff
have recommended to the Board that rates for Waste Management customers increase by 6.6%
and for Waste Connections customers 1.83%. These increases are for the fiscal year starting
July 1, 2026; and

WHEREAS, on July 15, 2026 the Board meet and deliberated on this matter.
NOW, THEREFORE the Board Finds as follows:
1. The Board adopts the above recitals as findings in this matter.
2. The Board of County Commissioners finds that the rate recommendations of the
Solid Waste Advisory Committee as amended by the Staff Report dated Juty 10, 2026
are just, fair, reasonable, and sufficient to provide proper service to the public. The

Board adopts those recommendations as well as the related findings and
conclusions of the Solid Waste Advisory Committee as its own.
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Based upon these findings, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, as follows:

1. Based upon the prior year Consumer Price Index, the disposal fees for the Columbia
County Transfer Station shall be increased by 3.1%. The resulting new fees are shown
in Attachment A hereto, which by this reference is incorporated as part of this order.

1. The rates for solid waste collection for Waste Management customers shall be
increased by 6.6% for the rural Scappoose and rural Vernonia service areas. These
adjustments includes the pass-through for the increase in the Transfer Station
disposal fees. The resulting new rates are shown in Attachment B hereto, which by
this reference is incorporated as part of this order.

2. The rates for solid waste collection for Waste Connections customers in the rural
Clatskanie, rural St Helens, and rural Rainier service areas shall be increased 1.83%.
This adjustment includes the pass-through for the increase in the Transfer Station
disposal fees. The resulting new rates are shown in Attachment C hereto, which by
this reference is incorporated as part of this order.

3. The changes to the Waste Management and Waste Connections rates are effective
August 1, 2026. The change in Transfer Station fees is effective July 15, 2026.

Dated this 15" day of July, 2026.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
FOR COLUMBIA COUNTY, OREGON

Apggove}d as to form: By:CrL \ \
74 Wi ‘- Kellie Jo Smith, Chair
NaZ Xty 78 |

Office of County Counsel

ORDER NO. 24-2026 Page 3



SOLID WASTE RATES:
Self-Haul

ATTACHMENT A B PAGE

COLUMBIA COUNTY TRANSFER STATION
1601 Railroad Ave, St Helens, OR

RATES
Effective July 15, 2026

Senior Rate (62 and older) up to 320 Ibs.  $ 17.45

Minimum up to 320 Ibs.
Over 320 Ibs.

Yard Debris
Minimum up to 860 Ibs.
Over 860 Ibs.
Unsecured Load*
Franchise Agreement Tipping Fee
SPECIAL HANDLING FEE

RECYCLING:
Commodity

Antifreeze
Lead Acid Batteries
Fluorescent Tubes
Paint (Latex, Oil, Acrylic,
Stains)
Medical Sharps

Refrigerant Appliances

Tires: - Passenger Car off-rim
- Passenger Car on-rim
- Semi/Tractor off-rim
- Semi/Tractor on-rim

Used Motor Oil

Used Oil Filters

$ 28.35
$172.35/ton

$ 28.35
$ 67.65/ton
$ 19.00

$115.85/ton
$ 80.00 Boat/RV Call Transfer Station at (503) 397-
9811 for RV disposal requirements.
(This fee does not include disposal rate and charges for
freon/emptying tanks)

$1.65/qallon (in leak-proof container) **

$2.70/each (car, lawn mower, kid toys batteries) **

$0.20/ft. **

FREE for residents only (in containers of 5 gallons or less,
maximum 10 gallons per day) ***

FREE in certified containers. Medical Sharps are accepted for
disposal during normal operations provided they are dropped off
in certified containers. Certified containers are available at no
cost at the Transfer Station Scale House to Columbia County
residents only.

$26.30/each (Refrigerators, Freezers, A/C units)

$5.20/each

$10.50/each

$15.70/each

$26.20/each

(Bicycle, motorcycle, and solid core tires = garbage rate)
FREE for residents only (up to 5 gallons per day, placed in leak

proof containers)
$1.15/each (drained, bagged & placed with used motor oil)

All transactions are rounded to the nearest five cents.
gt For more information on securing your load visit the Columbia County Solid Waste webpages at the link

below.

i These items are subject to change BUT are accepted for EREE during the Household
Hazardous Waste (HHW) Collection Events.

*¥*x  For more information on paint products accepted during at Transfer Station hours and at HHW events
visit the Garbage and Recycling section of the Columbia County Website at:
https: //www.columbiacountyor.gov/departments/SolidWaste.




Waste Management - Columbia County Operatignk

Adtaghment B

Proposed Rates for Columbia County Residential Services
Effective August 1, 2026

Columbia County - Scappoose County Areas

Every Other Week Recycling - WM
Provided Roll Cart for Recycling

Current Monthly : o New Monthly

WEEKLY CART SERVICE Curbside Rates | i @ | lncreace O | B __ Curbside Rates
One - 35gal cart - 1 pickup per week $ 36.69 | $ 2.06 56%| % 036 | % 39.10
One - 64gal cart - 1 pickup per week $ 53811 % 2.84 53%| $ 0711 % 57.35
One - 96gal cart - 1 pickup per week $ 69.56 | $ 3.52 51%| $ 1.07 | $ 74.15
One - 35gal cart - EOW pickup $ 28111 % 1.68 6.0%| $ 018 | $ 29.95
Each Additional 35gal cart $ 9171 $ 0.52 57%| $ 008|% 9.76
ONCE A MONTH SERVICE

Not available ] |

**WILL CALL SERVICE

Will call billed - 35gal cart $ 1342 $ 0.80 | 6.0%| $ 0.08 | § 14.30
RECYCLING ONLY
|Hauler Provided Bins | |

Columbia County - Vernonia County Areas

Weekly Service includes Garbage Only

New Monthly Rate Disposal New Monthly

WEEKLY CART SERVICE Curbside Rates \Increase %, | Pass Through |  Curbside Rates
One - 35gal cart - 1 pickup per week $ 38211% 2.16 5.7% $ 036 | % 40.75
One - 64gal cart - 1 pickup per week $ 61.89| % 3.37 5.4% $ 071 | % 66.00
One - 96gal cart - 1 pickup per week $ 84.22 | % 4.49 5.3% $ 107 | § 89.80
One - 35gal cart - EOW pickup $ 29.30 | § 1.75 6.0% $ 018 | % 31.25
|Each Additional 35gal cart $ 9.531% 0.55 5.7% $ 0.081% 10.15
ONCE A MONTH SERVICE

Not available

RECYCLING ONLY

Not available
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PAGE

Proposed Rates for Columbia County Commercial Services

Effective August 1, 2026

Columbia County Commercial Rates - Vernonia Rural Area

rCornmerciaI Container Service - Garbage

Monthly Container Rates

Container Size

Current Rate

New Rate

Number of Stops Per Week

Number of Stops Per Week

1 2 1 2
1 Yard $ 173.78 | § 347.57 $ 18525 | § 370.50
Extra Pick Up $ 68.68 $ 73.20
2 Yard $ 336.43 | $ 672.85 5 35865 |3 717.25
Extra Pick Up 3 106.00 $ 113.00
3 Yard 3 41216 | $ 824.32 5 43935 | § 878.70
Extra Pick Up $ 1563.28 5 163.40
4 Yard $ 71567 | $ 1,431.33 3 762.90 | $ 1,525.80
Extra Pick Up 3 274.68 3 292.80
Commercial Container Service - Will Call
Will Call Service
Current Rate New Rate
Dump Fee Per Month Dump Fee Per Month
Per Pull Per Pull
1 Yard $ 78231 % 20.49 $ 83.40 | § 21.85
2 Yard $ 7641 | % 26.46 $ 8145 | % 28.20
Temp Commercial Container Service
Includes Delivery & Removal (additional dumps at Will Call Rates
Current Rate New Rate
Dump Fee Per Month Dump Fee Per Month
Per Pull Per Pull

1 Yard $ 11868 | $ 20.69 $ 126.50 | $ 22.05
2 Yard $ 15529 | % 26.88 $ 165.55 | $ 28.65
Commercial Rollcart Service

Current Rate New Rate
1-64 gal rolicart - 1 Pickup Weekly | § 68.30 $ 72.80
1 - 96 gal rollcart - 1 Pickup Weekly | $ 77.51 $ 82.60
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Proposed Rates for Columbia County Commercial Services
Effective August 1, 2026
Columbia County Commercial Rates - Scappoose Rural Area
|Commercia| Container Service - Garbage
Monthly Container Rates
Current Rate New Rate |
Number of Stops Per Week Number of Stops Per Week
Container Size 1 2 3 1 2 3
1 Yard $154.30 $308.61 $462.91 $ 164.50 [ $ 329.00 493.45
Extra Pick Up $45.50 $ 48.50
1.5 Yard $182.15 $364.29 $546.44 $ 19415 | § 388.35 582.50
Extra Pick Up $52.97 $ 56.45
2 Yard $236.32 $472.65 $708.97 $ 25190 | $ 503.85 755.75
Extra Pick Up $91.98 $ 98.05
3 Yard $354.47 $708.95 $1,063.42 $ 37785 | % 755.75 1,133.60
Extra Pick Up $137.97 $ 147.05
4 Yard $472.63 $945.25 $1,417.88 $ 503.80 | $ 1,007.65 1,511.45
Extra Pick Up $183.98 $ 196.15
Commercial Container Service - Recycling
Fee for Rental of Recycling Containers - Based on once per week service - Thursday Pickup
Cardboard Recycling Only $32.75 fee for rental of 2 Yard Container 32.75

This includes weekly dumping of properly prepared Corrugated Cardboard only.

Cardboard recycling

Commercial Container Service - Will Call

Dump Fee Per Month
Per Pull

Will Call Service
Current Rate New Rate
Dump Fee  Rental Fee Dump Fee Rental Fee
Per Pull Per Month Per Pull Per Month
1 Yard $66.15| $ 21.81 $70.50( $ 23.25
1.5 Yard $77.10| % 21.81 $82.20| $ 23.25
2 Yard $125.06| $ 22.69 $133.30| & 24.20
3 Yard $186.12| $ 36.35 $198.40| 38.75
Temp Commercial Container Service
Includes Delivery & Removal (additional dumps at Will Call Rates
Current Rate New Rate

Dump Fee Per Month
Per Puli

1 Yard $ 9041 | % 21.81 3 96.40 | § 23.25
2 Yard 3 109.57 | $ 22.69 $ 116.80 | $ 24.20
Commercial Rollcart Service

Current Rate New Rate
1 - 64 gal rollcart - 1 Pickup Weekly | $ 61.48 $ 65.55
1 - 96 gal rollcart - 1 Pickup Weekly | $ 69.92 $ 74.55
Commercial Rollcart Recycling Service

Current Rate New Rate
1 - 64 gal rollcart - 1 Pickup Weekly | $ 16.05 $ 17.10
1 - 96 gal rollcart - 1 Pickup Weekly | $ 19.62 $ 20.90
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Proposed Rates for Columbia County Drop Box Services

Effective August 1, 2026

Description of Service Current Rate New Rate
10 YD Haul Rate S 193.00 S 205.75
20 YD Haul Rate S 201.62 S 214.95
30 YD Haul Rate S 211.14 S 225.10
Compactor Hauls $ 383.82 S 409.15
Mileage Rate S 2.28 S 245
Container Rent

10 Yard S 116.25 S 123.90
20 Yard S 116.25 S 123.90
30 Yard S 116.25 S 123.90
Disposal Rate S 112.36 $ 115.85
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BOOK PAGE
HUDSON GARBAGE SERVICE
Columbia County Service Areas
Proposed Rates Effective August 1, 2026
St. Helens Clatskanie
RMO SERVICE CODE RMO DESCRIPTION SERVICE DESCRIPTION Zone Rainier Zone Zone
OTHER RATES OTHER RATES OTHER RATES
EXTRA-RES EXTRA CAN, BAG, BOX - RES Extra Can/Cart, Bag or Box (32-35 Gallons) $ 963 $ 987 $ 10.11
EP - RES EXTRA PICK UP - RES Every Other Week Off Week $ 1366 $ 14.00 $ 14.35
EXTRABAG-RES EXTRA BAG - RES Extra Bag (12 Gallon Kitchen Bag) $ 494 $ 507 $ 5.19
OW-RES OVERFILL / OVERWEIGHT CAN Overfill/Overweight Cart or Can $ 406 $ 416 $ 4.26
OS-RES OVERSIZE CAN - RES Oversize Can $ 406 $ 416 $ 4.26
TRIP-RES TRIP FEE - RES Special Trip Off Day $ 2070 $ 2070 $ 20.70
WI1-RES WALK IN 1 -RES Watk In Fee $ 574 $ 574 $ 5.74
DRIVEIN-RES DRIVE IN - RES Drive In Fee (50ft Increments) $ 574 $ 574 $ 5.74
DRIVEINADD100-RES DRIVE IN Additional 100 Ft- RES Drive-in Additional (100ft Increments) $ 291 $ 291 $ 291
REINSTATE-RES REINSTATE FEE - RES Restart Fee - Includes Cart Re-delivery $ 2751 $ 2751 % 27.51
RETCKC RETURNED CHECK Returned Check Fee $ 2588 $ 25.88 $ 25.88
TIME - RES TIME FEE 1 - RES Time Fee (Labor for Clean Up - Per Min) $ 142 $ 142 $ 1.42
LOCK LOCK Lock Replacement Fee $ 20.00 $ 20.00 $ 20.00
LOCKBAR LOCKBAR Lock Bar installment Fee $ 40.00 $ 40.00 $ 40.00
BULKY BULKY BULKY

TIRE under 16" no/rim $ 920 $ 243 $ 9.66

TIRE under 16" w/rim $ 2193 $ 2248 $ 23.03

HOT WATER HEATER $ 49.47 $ 50.70 $ 51.94

SM MATTRESS $ 16.32 $ 1673 $ 17.14

M/LG MATTRESS $ 2436 $ 2497 $ 25.58

SM FURNITURE $ 2340 $ 2399 $ 24.57

M/LG FURNITURE $ 48.87 $ 50.10 $ 51.32

SM APPLIANCE* $ 2407 $ 2467 $ 25.28

M/LG APPLIANCE* $ 49.47 $ 50.70 $ 51.94

*Rates displayed as "$ - " are not available at this time.
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